PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

        SCO NO. 220-221, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH 

                                    


   Petition No. 34 of 2010  

                                          

                   Date of hearing: 9.11.2010                                                                             

                       


                  Date of Order: 06.01.2011
   In the matter of : 
Petition under Section 23 and section 86(1)(c) of the Electricity Act, 2003  r/w Regulation 9 of the PSERC (Conduct of Business) Regulations, 2005, for giving time to the petitioners to install CT/PT metering in line with the metering guidelines and provide uninterrupted use of open access to the members of the petitioner association.  



AND
In the matter of:    (1)
Induction Furnace Association of North India (Regd,) through its  Secretary Mr D.K.Mehta, 204, 2nd Floor, Savitri Complex-1, G.T.Road, Dholewal, Ludhiana-141003 and 

(2)   Lalru Industries Association through its Secretary

C/o Rainbow  Denim Industries Association, Village Chaundheri, PO Dappar, Lalru, Distt. Mohali.



Versus
Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL)

Present:      
           Shri Jai Singh Gill, Chairman



           Shri Satpal Singh Pall, Member

                                 Shri Virinder Singh, Member   

For the Petitioner:       Ms. Surbhi Sharma, Advocate
 




           Shri Praveen Kumar Advocate    

For the PSPCL:          Shri  J.P.Singh, Dy.C.E.           
                                   Shri Ravinder Gautam, S.E./TR           




           Shri Mandeep Singh, Sr.XEN      

 ORDER

This petition has been filed by the Induction Furnace Association of North India and another requesting for time to install Current Transformer/Potential Transformer (CT/PT) metering in line with the metering guidelines and for seeking direction to PSPCL not to interrupt the use of open access to the petitioner in the interim period. It is stated that the petitioners have been availing of open access in accordance with the provisions of the Electricity Act 2003 and the Open Access Regulations of 2005 framed by the Commission. It is further mentioned that the Commission had notified the Punjab State Grid Code (Grid Code) in 2006 which lays down rules, guidelines and standards to be followed by all users of the State Grid with a view to operating and maintaining an efficient and coordinated power system integrated with the Northern Regional Grid as per provisions of the Indian Electricity Grid Code. Chapter 5 of the Grid Code, it is stated, lays down the standard of metering equipment wherein minimum acceptable specifications of different kinds of meters have been prescribed. In so far as open access consumers are concerned, they are required to install CTs of 0.2S and 0.2 accuracy where CT output is 5A and 1A respectively. These specifications were notified in November 2006 but were not implemented by the then Punjab State Electricity Board which was purchasing 0.5 accuracy CTs/PTs at that time. In fact, the Board had filed a petition before the Commission in 2007 seeking extension in time to comply with the requirements of the Grid Code and replace existing CTs/PTs with those meeting the prescribed specifications. The Commission, it is mentioned, in its order of 30.3.2009 allowed the Board a further period of 6 months for replacing CTs/PTs. Thereafter, some of the open access consumers have installed CT/PT of the requisite accuracy but several other consumers were not able to do so as the then Board neither had a list of approved vendors nor any testing facility for determining the accuracy of metering equipment. It is claimed that it was only in the month of August 2010 that one laboratory for testing of CT/PTs became operational in Jalandhar which too has been resorting to large scale rejection of meters submitted for testing. It is argued that PSPCL’s action in issuing notices to withdraw the open access facility totally disregards the practical problems being faced by consumers in obtaining meters and metering equipment of the requisite specifications. In the above circumstances, it is prayed that the petitioner and others similar situated be given atleast 6 months to install CT/PT of the requisite accuracy and that PSPCL be directed to provide uninterrupted open access in the meanwhile.
2.
The Commission admitted this petition on 29.9.2010, sought a reply from PSPCL thereto by 5.10.2010 and ordered the status quo to be maintained in the meanwhile. It was also observed that notices such as those added at Annexure D to the petition had been issued to other LS consumers availing open access as well. Accordingly, the Commission in its order of 30.9.2010 directed that the status quo would be maintained in the case of other similar situated consumers as well. The petition was taken up for hearing on 5.10.2010 when PSPCL was allowed another 10 days to file its reply and it was further ordered that the status quo would be maintained till the disposal of this petition. PSTCL was also impleaded as respondent but no reply was submitted. PSPCL filed its reply on 14.10.2010 urging that no further time needs to be granted to the petitioner and other open access customers to instal CT/PT as required by the State Grid Code as such equipment was easily available and PSPCL has already installed a testing facility of adequate capacity to determine the accuracy of CT/PT. Arguments were heard on 9.11.2010 and at the request of the petitioner, time was granted to both parties for filing written arguments. The petitioners did not file written arguments whereas PSPCL furnished its submissions on 29.11.2010 when the plea earlier taken was reiterated.
3.
The Commission observes that there can be no ambiguity about the need to comply with the requirements of the State Grid Code in general and more specifically with regard to metering as is the issue in this case. However, the fact remains that the former Punjab State Electricity Board had itself not complied with several provisions of the Grid Code and had in fact sought extension in installing CTs/PTs of the requisite specifications. It is also noted that actions initiated by PSPCL in this case seems to have been directed exclusively at large supply open access consumers whereas there is nothing to establish that they may be the only defaulters in this respect. It is also noted that PSPCL has not taken due account of the practical difficulties that might be faced by consumers wishing to install metering equipment of the requisite standard in the absence of an approved list of vendors and testing facilities only recently commissioned. In the light of these circumstances, the Commission decides as under:
(i) PSPCL will notify the approved vendors for the CTs/PTs of the desired accuracy within one month of the date of issue of this order.

(ii) All open access customers will be required to install metering equipment of the requisite accuracy within four months of the date of notification of the approved vendors by PSPCL. Till then the status quo will be maintained both for existing as well as new applicants seeking open access. 

(iii) PSPCL will ensure that testing of metering equipment is carried out within a period of 2 working days from the date of receipt of such equipment.

(iv) A consumer will have the option of requesting PSPCL to supply the CT/PT of the requisite standard. In such a case, the consumer will, within a fortnight of the issue of this order, request PSPCL for the same and deposit the security amount within 7 days of receiving intimation of the amount from PSPCL. Open access will not be denied to any consumer by PSPCL on account of any delay on its part in providing the metering equipment after receipt of security from the consumer.

4.
The petition is disposed of accordingly.
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